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California’s Diversity

Ethnic Composition of California, 2005 and 2025

Source: Public Policy Institute of California (2009)
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Challenge to Democracy

• Tomorrow’s 

workers and 

leaders will 

come from come from 

today’s 

immigrant 

stock

Source: 

Dowell 

Myers 

(2005) 



Making it Work

• 1. Legalization and naturalization matter

– A California issue, and the state should be pushing 
for comprehensive reform that includes earned 
legalization

– An immigrant issue, but also an integration issue– An immigrant issue, but also an integration issue

• 2. Take immigrant integration seriously 

– A statewide integration program?

• English language acquisition

• Citizenship classes



Making it Work

• 3. Prepare the next generation of California 

leaders, which is largely non-white and 

immigrant stock

– Take a long hard look at budget cuts in education; – Take a long hard look at budget cuts in education; 

K-12, community colleges, Cal State and UC

– Who will replace graying, white professionals?

• “skills gap” is coded by ethnicity





The Integration Imperative
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The Integration Imperative

Source: Dowell Myers (2005)




